      Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #34               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Keith, Cindy, Lora Kobel & Family; *Esther Rudy, (Sharon Fetterhoff’s sister); *Evelyn & Ron Kolva, (Carol Millers’s friends); Dave Novinger; Aliyia Shoop; Gary Miller; Arletta Thomas; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Glen Hale; Kenny Baker; Shirley Seiler; Betty Feger; Elmer Keiter; Jen Sung, (Gary Miller’s sister);  J. S. Miller;  Janelle Miller;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                                           [image: image1.emf]


                               August 28, 2022
     Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard
         Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                              Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
August 28, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Norine Goss                                 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    

L:  Let all who love the Lord gather in this house and worship.
P:  Let the great and the small and the rich and the poor come.
L:  Let the mighty and the weak and the proud and the humble come.
P:  Let our hearts be focused this day on the glory of the Lord.
L:   Let us sing with joy that we are all made welcome in God’s house.      
      ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!

      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -   “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”       Page 585 
*Invocation  (In Unison)                                                                        
Lord, we thank you for this time of worship, for the Church which has nurtured us, and for the struggle and triumph of the life of faith.  Reveal again to us the beautiful truths of the divine way, and equip us to walk that path in confidence and peace.  Amen

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
      Psalm 112:1-10  (Responsively)                   (See Insert) 
      New Testament:  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16      (See Insert) Norine Goss            
Hymn -  “If My People’s Heart’s Are Humbled”           Page 574        
Sermon Scripture *Gospel:  Luke 14:1, 7-14 (See Insert) Ken Bechtel 
Message:     “The Seating Arrangement of Your Heart”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -      “Take the Name of Jesus with You”        Page 116 
*Benediction                                                        
May God grant you the ability for every task you undertake, the courage for every challenge you meet, and the strength for every cross you bear; and the blessing of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be yours now and forever.  Amen.
 L:  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            
P:  Response: “And also with you.”                               
L:   “Go now in peace.”                                                  
      *Extinguishing of candles



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today August 28th the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Donna and Dave Novinger and family in loving memory of Donna’s brother Larry Herb and father Clair Herb.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
                               CHURCH CALENDAR 
            
Aug.  28 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

Sept.   4 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online                 - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship), Communion Servers: Seth Guertin, Dave Novinger                 
Sept.   5 - Labor Day Holiday - Church offices closed

Sept.   6 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Sept. 11 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Sept. 13 - “Free” Community  Takeout Meal 

Sept. 18 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday September 13, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Pulled BBQ Chicken, Macaroni Salad, Coleslaw, Applesauce, Dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Sept. 8th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers. 
LAY READERS: Aug. 28 - Norine Goss, Ken Bechtel; Sept. 4 - Donna Novinger, Ed Berra; Sept. 11 - Carol Knight, Scott Miller.  If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Aug. 28 - Dave Novinger; Sept. 4 - Ed Dobbin; Sept. 11 - Marie Herb.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Sept. thru Dec.) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.) You can also designate Mission Offering to go to Community meals if you wish.
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 112:1-10 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Praise the Lord!
How joyful are those who fear the Lord
    and delight in obeying his commands.
2 Their children will be successful everywhere;
    an entire generation of godly people will be blessed.
3 They themselves will be wealthy,
    and their good deeds will last forever.
4 Light shines in the darkness for the godly.
    They are generous, compassionate, and righteous.
5 Good comes to those who lend money generously
    and conduct their business fairly.
6 Such people will not be overcome by evil.
    Those who are righteous will be long remembered.
7 They do not fear bad news;
    they confidently trust the Lord to care for them.
8 They are confident and fearless
    and can face their foes triumphantly.
9 They share freely and give generously to those in need.
    Their good deeds will be remembered forever.
    They will have influence and honor.
10 The wicked will see this and be infuriated.
    They will grind their teeth in anger;
    they will slink away, their hopes thwarted.
2ND Reading - New Testament - Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16   (NLT)
13 Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. 2 Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have entertained angels without realizing it! 3 Remember those in prison, as if you were there yourself. Remember also those being mistreated, as if you felt their pain in your own bodies. 4 Give honor to marriage, and remain faithful to one another in marriage. God will surely judge people who are immoral and those who commit adultery. 5 Don’t love money; be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, “I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?” 7 Remember your leaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good that has come from their lives, and follow the example of their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the 
2ND Reading - N. T. - Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16   (NLT) (Continued)
same yesterday, today, and forever. 15 Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to his name. 16 And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need. These are the sacrifices that please God.
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 14:1, 7-14 (NLT)
14 One Sabbath day Jesus went to eat dinner in the home of a leader of the Pharisees, and the people were watching him closely.

7 When Jesus noticed that all who had come to the dinner were trying to sit in the seats of honor near the head of the table, he gave them this advice: 8 “When you are invited to a wedding feast, don’t sit in the seat of honor. What if someone who is more distinguished than you has also been invited? 9 The host will come and say, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then you will be embarrassed, and you will have to take whatever seat is left at the foot of the table! 10 “Instead, take the lowest place at the foot of the table. Then when your host sees you, he will come and say, ‘Friend, we have a better place for you!’ Then you will be honored in front of all the other guests. 11 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12 Then he turned to his host. “When you put on a luncheon or a banquet,” he said, “don’t invite your friends, brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they will invite you back, and that will be your only reward. 13 Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 Then at the resurrection of the righteous, God will reward you for inviting those who could not repay you.”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Keith, Cindy, Lora Kobel & family & friends as Josh Kobel went to be with the Lord last Friday. Celebration of Life Service will be at Valleys E.C.C. - Viewing Thurs. Aug. 25 from 7-9:00PM; Viewing Friday Aug. 26 9-11:00AM; Service follows at 11:00AM.  Donations may be made to Clarks Valley Zion E.C. Church, 210 McKelvey Rd., Dauphin, PA 17018 or to the Halifax Area School District, Music Department, 3940 Peters Mountain Rd, Halifax, PA 17032 and note in the memo line “in memory of Joshua Kobel. 
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Aug. 21 was 36. 
Face book views for Aug. 21 as of Aug. 31 were 52.
Face Book views for Aug. 14 as of Aug. 31 were 60.

History of hymn “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”

   While searching for the history of this hymn, I came up with two men named George with slightly different last names, one is George Atkins, a British Methodist minister, whose name appears in our hymnbook as the writer of the lyrics; the other one is George Askins, also a Methodist minister. Both of them ministered on the east coast of the U. S. I did find Atkins wrote it in 1819 with the traditional tune “Holy Manna. The melody was originally published by William Moore written in three parts. The hymn text originally had eight stanzas, most hymn books use only four stanzas, our hymnbook only has two.Stanza 1 talks about prayer which is so important. One story told of Charles Spurgeon, refusing to go to the platform to preach, was found prostrate on the floor, pounding and crying out to God, “I will not go in alone!” He craved some sense of God’s presence with him and determined to pray until he got it. It is important for the pastor to pray both in preparation of the sermon and before it is preached.  It is important for us to offer short silent prayers for the pastor and also for ourselves to hear the words of the sermon, to accept them and apply them. Do we pray before our worship service? Do we ask God to speak to us through the scriptures when they are read or through the sermon?
History of hymn “Take the Name of Jesus With You” (Pg. 116)
Lydia Baster (1800-1874) enjoyed knowing the names of biblical figures and the meanings of the names and teaching people the significance of Biblical names--especially Jesus’ name. She authored a number of hymns and wrote this one in 1870. She helped establish the Baptist Church in Petersburg, N.Y. with her sister. Though  she was an invalid and bed-ridden for much of her life, she offered advice and inspiration to many. Her friends used to sad that a visit to her sickroom was not so much to give her encouragement and comfort but to receive some buoyancy for their own spirits. Lydia would reply, “I have a very special armor. I have the name of Jesus. When the tempter tries to make me blue or despondent, I mention the name of Jesus, and he [the tempter] can’t get through to me anymore. The name of Jesus means ‘Savior’ and it comes from the same Hebrew root from which the names of Joshua and Joash come.” William Howard Doane (1832-1915) wrote the music for the hymn “Take the Name of Jesus With You.” The first line of this hymn is used as the title but an older name for it is “Precious Name.” The name of “Jesus” literally means, Jehovah [is] salvation. 
   Scriptures teach us that the names and titles of Christ are closely associated with who He is. His names represent His Person, His nature, His holy character, and His divine authority.  To “take the name of Jesus” with us and commit ourselves to that name, Lydia Baxter means it, is to fellowship with Him to obey Him, and put our trust in Him.
 Link for hymn: “If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled”  

(Pg. 274 in Red Hymnal)
       https://youtu.be/Gk0jEZrlSpA?t=4 

 https://youtu.be/Pd50OZoyXo8?t=1  (singing & words)

Link for Hymn: “Take the Name of Jesus with You”(Pg. 116):
https://youtu.be/U5sPeVuSFaw (congregation singing no words on screen)
https://youtu.be/oGVbR7RIBoA?t=1  (played on organ)
History of hymn “If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled” 

  BEECHER  (Pg. 574)

     Claire Cloninger (Aug. 12, 1942-Aug. 15, 2019) grew up in Lafayette Louisiana  and married the love of her life, Robert A. “Spike” Cloninger in 1963, mother of their two sons and grandmother to their nine grandchildren, and was a prolific American Christian author and songwriter of hundreds of Christian songs including Wayne Watson's "Friend of a Wounded Heart," Paul Overstreet's "Heroes," Don Moen's "I Offer My Life" and Sandi Patty's "It's Your Song Lord."  Cloninger was commissioned by the National Statue of Liberty Centennial Committee to write a new second verse for the "Star Spangled Banner," which was recorded by Sandi Patti.  

       As a lyricist, Cloninger shared in six Dove Awards given by the Gospel Music Association, shared musical of the year honors four times, most recently for “Grace that Amazes” in 2006 and shared in the 1998 musical  album award for “A Son! A Savior!” and shared the 1989 Dove Award for song of the year with Wayne Watson for “Friend of a Wounded Heart.”   

        “If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled”, a traditional hymn, is dated 1986 and is based on 2nd Chronicles 7:14-15: ‘If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place.’ Stanza 2 paraphrases some of verse 15.   

       It first appeared in The Hymnal For Worship and Celebration (1986), set to BEECHER (LOVE DIVINE) by John Zundel organist, composer, arranger and strict, old-fashioned teacher (Dec. 10, 1815-May 21, 1882).  John Zumdel’s BEECHER (named after Henry Ward Beecher, his pastor) was first published in his Christian Heart Songs (1870) as a setting for Charles Wesley’s “Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling” (568). The tune is also known as ZUNDEL.

Link for hymn: “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship” (Pg. 585)
https://youtu.be/r6aXeN5Lm5A   (Verses 2 & 3 are not in red hymnbook)
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Interim Pastor, Rev. Kristine Heckard

 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #34         August 28, 2022        “The Seating Arrangement of Your Heart”

                                    Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

Pastor Kris Heckard is our Interim Pastor. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: Let all who love the Lord gather in this house and worship.

P: Let the great and the small and the rich and the poor come.
L: Let the mighty and the weak and the proud and the humble come.
P: Let our hearts be focused this day on the glory of the Lord.
L: Let us sing with joy that we are all made welcome in God’s house.      

ALL: Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Lord, we thank you for this time of worship, for the Church which has nurtured us, and for the struggle and triumph of the life of faith.  Reveal again to us the beautiful truths of the divine way, and equip us to walk that path in confidence and peace.  Amen

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 112:1-10

New Testament: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

*Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

Meditation: “The Seating Arrangement of Your Heart”

We are all part of a team – right?  There’s no room for haughtiness, or vanity, or conceit, or pride.  All of us are called to be part of a team - to be servants of our Lord.


And this is why the pompous, superior attitudes Jesus saw in some people bothered Him greatly.  And in today’s parable our Lord deals with this kind of attitude.


One day Jesus was invited to the home of a wealthy Pharisee.  The dinner was also attended by other prominent people – lawyers, teachers of the law, high-ranking officials.  Jesus noticed the sly scheming ways the leaders worked to promote themselves.  On other occasions, he had noticed how they loved the chief seats in the synagogue and the places of prominence at public functions and how often they would scramble and push and grab the best seats at the dinner table.  So Jesus said to them, “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place.  But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’ then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.  For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted” (Luke 14:7-11).


We get the impression that this very thing happened that day.  What would Jesus have done that day?  Would he have rushed, and pushed, and scrambled for the chief seat?  From what we know about Jesus, that was not his character.  He probably would have modestly chosen the lowest seat, while some pompous people chose the best seats.


The point that Jesus is making is very clear – The humble attitude beats the greater-than-thou attitude every time.  The humble spirit is much more Christ-like than an arrogant pushy spirit.


If you want to be a part of the team and serve the church, the first thing you have to do is to know the seating arrangement of your heart.  We are all in this together.  If you want to serve the church you can’t just do your own thing.  You are a servant of God and a part of a team working together to do God’s work.


There’s a story told of four angels that witness creation.  The first angel observed God’s handiwork in awe and said, “Lord, your creation is beautiful!  How did you do it?”  That’s the worldview of a scientist.  The second angel observed in awe and said, “Lord your creation is beautiful!  Why did you do it?”  That’s the worldview of a philosopher.  The third angel observed in awe and said, “Lord your creation is beautiful!  Can I have it?”  That’s the worldview of a materialist.  And finally, the fourth angel observed in awe and said, “Lord, your creation is beautiful!  Can I help?”  That’s the worldview of God’s faithful.


Isn’t that the question we ask when we’ve accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?  Lord what do you want me to do?  How can I help?  Where can I serve?  How can I be used for the cause of Christ?  And that’s not a once and done question.  It’s an ongoing question we ask ourselves throughout our lifetime.  How can I help?  Where can I serve?  Throughout the Bible people have sensed the presence of God with them and then God puts them to work.  He gives them jobs to do.

· Moses meets God in a burning bush, and God sends him to set his people free.

· Isaiah sees the Lord high and lifted up in the Temple.  It’s a time of turmoil in the land.  God needs a prophet and a servant.  And Isaiah says, “Here I am, Lord. Send me.”

· Peter, Andrew, James, and John see Jesus walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  They sense that he is special.  They fall down before him, and he tells them to get up and follow him, and he will make them “fishers of people.”  And they follow!

· And Saul a persecutor of Christians, while on the road to Damascus sees a great light from heaven, falls to the ground as he hears the voice of Jesus saying, “Saul, why are you persecuting me?” Saul trembling says, “Lord what do you want me to do?”  And we know how this ends – Saul is blinded on that road and later is given new sight and becomes the great missionary for Christ of his time.


In every case, these people first fall down in humility.  And then they go out and do great things as God’s servants.


If we reach out to others in pride or patronizing ways we’re not really helping them at all, even though we might think we’re helping.  Real help always comes clothed in humility and love and genuine concern.  If we truly want to help other people, we have to check that seating arrangements of our heart.


Try this exercise.  Think of the people you have known personally through the years who are the most Christ-like that you have ever known. In your mind name them, picture them, and think about what is special about them.  My guess is that they are not arrogant, prideful people.  They most likely all possess that one great quality we call humility.  They are probably all people who are gracious, kind, self-giving servants of God.  


Humility is a Christ-like spirit.  Throughout the New Testament, we see it over and over.  

Let’s look at the rest of our passage – “He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid.  But when you give a banquet invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind.  And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

 
How many of you had someone that was not included on your guest list for the 4th of July picnic – someone that did not get invited.  Perhaps it was a relative that rubs you the wrong way, or a neighbor who tries to outdo you.


Jesus says, if you only invite people that benefit you, your reward is small.  Then He offers up an alternative guest list - He says, “Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.”  
Let’s look at his list - because I guarantee you when Jesus mentioned his list, it probably shocked everyone . . . the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind!  They are needy. 

Once a month you have a Community Meal.  And I have to say, you put your heart into it.  The menus are great.  And they are open to all people in the community.  
Some are unable to prepare meals.  Others, it helps financially.  And yet others it creates a fellowship among people as they eat together.  


Jesus wants us to take a good look at the seating arrangement of our hearts.  If only we would open up our eyes, and look around us, and then love - really love, and give and serve ...someday when we stand before God he will say “Here is your reward.”


Have you heard the beautiful children’s story about the three trees?  I love the story.  I’ve read it here to the children during the children’s sermon and I read it to the children in Children’s Church at Grace at least once a year.

The story goes like this  . . . The trees are talking in the forest one day about their dreams for the future.  The first tree said it would like to be made into a cradle, so that it might go on living as a support for a fragile life of a tiny new baby.  The second tree wanted to be made into a big ship, so that it might go on living, carrying important cargo and influential people to exotic new lands.  The third tree longed to stay right where it was, existing only as a tree, but growing ever taller, and pointing ever higher, to remind everyone that there is a God in heaven who loves them.  Those were their dreams – one wanted to be a cradle, one wanted to be a mighty ship, and one wanted to be a tall tree pointing people to God.


But then one day the woodcutters came and chopped down the three trees . . . and destroyed their dreams.  The first tree was not made into a cradle, but into a simple feeding trough for animals.  That trough was sold to a family in Bethlehem, and on the night Jesus was born, that simple feed box became the cradle for the Christ Child.


The second tree was built into a boat, but not the kind it had dreamed of – not a mighty ocean going vessel – but a tiny inexpensive fishing boat.  A man named Simon Peter bought the boat, and on one warm afternoon when the crowds pressed in, Jesus climbed aboard the small fishing boat so that he might preach the good news to the multitudes.


The third tree also was deprived of its dream.  Remember, it wanted to remain standing tall pointing toward God.  Instead, it was cut down and shaped into a horrible instrument of torture, a cross on which Jesus was crucified, transforming a symbol of cruelty into a powerful reminder of God’s eternal love for all people.


The three trees were humbled, but in God’s plan, they were exalted.  That’s the way it works.  When we in humility, give ourselves to God, our Lord can do great things through us and for us – greater than we ever imagine.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

O Lord God Almighty, you know the thoughts of all people.  You search our hearts, our inmost beings.  You have called us to your presence though we are unworthy.  Grant us forgiveness of our sins and send your Holy Spirit upon us and make us worthy to stand before your presence.

We give you thanks and praise for all that you are and all that you have done.  Our minds cannot comprehend you as Creator of all.  And yet you draw near to us in Jesus Christ and claim us for yourself.  In Him you show us what you are and what we can become.   In him you promise us your kingdom.  To you we give you thanks and praise.

To you we also bring our prayers and petitions.  In silence we bring before you the needs of our church and our loved ones . . .  Hear all our prayers, both those spoken aloud and those whispered in our hearts.  We pray through Jesus Christ who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.    

Benediction:

May God grant you the ability for every task you undertake, the courage for every challenge you meet, and the strength for every cross you bear; and the blessing of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be yours now and forever.  Amen.
